






BPS Civics Course





Unit 4 PAR project

Participatory Action Research (PAR) Project Overview

Congratulations!  You’ve made it to the final project and culmination of your Civics course experience.  Building off of the core learning and background from the first three terms, from a focus on government and power, to the judicial system and the rights of individuals, to specific case study examples of social movements and controversial issues, this PAR project is an opportunity to address areas of personal interest and community concern, and to apply the skills of civic engagement explored throughout the year.

Introductory Questions for You to Consider: 

1. Who are you?  What is your identity?

2. What do you stand for?

3. What do you want to change in your community?

The following is an overview of the required components and key sections for your PAR projects.  Remember that while this project is to be done in small groups, each individual student is responsible for turning in pieces of the work.  We will discuss this more as the term progresses.

Requirements:

· All major components of the project:  Personal introduction section, project proposal with power analysis, Background information section, Original Research information section, Strategy Map, Reflection and Learning Section, and Pitch Piece presentation.

· Title page, acknowledgment sheet, table of contents and bibliography of your sources (typed and in correct format)

· All sections should reflect revision and careful editing!
· Due date:   _________________________________
· Pitch Presentation:  The final project will also need to be ‘pitched’ to an assembled panel of city officials, educators or community members.  They will not only be giving you an important grade, but also be your opportunity to convince them of your plan of action.   
Note:  Your teacher will provide you with a week-by-week guide that builds the necessary skills and that will give you the opportunity to complete each of the major sections of this final project.
Title Page:  (separate pg) 

Group Members’ Names
A Civics Participatory Action Research Project:  A personalized title

[insert name of your school]
Date

Essential question:  Write your research question here.

Acknowledgment Sheet:  (separate pg)
--Who would you like to recognize?  Give a shout out to?  Dedicate this to?

Table of Contents:  (separate pg)
--Label each major section of your PAR project.  Use this instruction packet as a guide.

Section I.  Personal Background and Statement  (3-4 pgs)
--Personal statement/narrative:  Give some background about yourselves, who you are and a picture of your personalities, struggles and successes in life.  (1-2 pgs)  

--What is the story of Boston today from the youth perspective?  What have your experiences been as students and residents of your communities? (1-2 pgs)
Section II.  Problem, Question, and Hypothesis  (2-3 pgs)
--Problem:  What is the nature of the problem you planned to study?  Why is it an important problem that needs to be addressed?  Why is the research necessary, particularly by youth?  (1 pg)
--Question:  What question did your research ask that attempts to provide insight into understanding or addressing the problem?  (1/2-1 pg)
--Hypothesis:  What hypotheses or hunches were guiding your research?  What were you expecting to find and why?  (1/2-1 pg)
[Hint: Use the guided worksheet that you already completed]
Section III.  Project Proposal and Power Analysis (2-3 pgs)
--Include your original project proposal (that has been approved by your teacher)

--Include a revised copy of your power analysis

—Include the power analysis description of your research topic. (1-2 pgs)

Section IV.  Background Information (4-5 pgs)
--Literature review:

-- What information already exists about the problem or issue you are addressing?  What other projects or organizations are active or have been successful (or not successful?)  (2 pgs)

--Your two (2) literature review readings that you chose on your own.  


Include overall summaries, description of the research completed, data 


collected, and most significant quotes and data.


[hint: use your literature review ‘breakdown’ guide sheets]  (2-3 pgs)
Section V.  Original Research—Data Analysis and Findings (varying pgs)
--Field notes/observations:  
Write down and summarize your key field notes and observations.  What patterns emerge from them?  Analyze your field notes to show how they helped you to answer your research question.


--Also, include and describe one or more critical incidents that you 


recorded.

--Interview/focus groups:  

--Describe whom you interviewed and explain why you chose them.


--Write down the most important interview responses 


--Analyze the interview responses to show what how they helped you


to answer your research question.


--Include blank copy of your interview questions 

--Include selected transcripts

--Survey results/analysis:


--Describe who you wanted to survey and the type of information you


intended to gather.


--Graph the results of your survey on Microsoft Excel


--Analyze the results from your survey to show how they helped you


to answer your research question.


--Include blank copy of your survey

--Document collection:


--Describe the different types of documents you collected and read from 


organizations you visited.


--Summarize and analyze the information in those documents and show


how they helped you to answer your research question.

--Summarize and synthesize all of your data and findings.  How does the data seem to fit together?  What patterns are revealed?  How do the data come together to help answer your research question overall?  (2 pgs minimum)
Section VI.  Strategy Map (2-3 pgs)
--Based on your background and original research, craft a strategy map that would help to substantively and effectively address your groups’ problem or issue.
—Include the narrative analysis of your strategy map:

1. How did you identify the problem, what was your process, and who was involved?

2. How do your values/mission statement reflect on or relate to the problem?

3. How will your strategies and tactics help your campaign be successful?

4. What are the differences between your strategies and your tactics?

5. What process did you use to determine your short-term, mid-term, and long-term goals?

Section VII.  Research Process Reflection and Learning (3-4 pgs)
--Think back to the research process from the beginning to the point where you are right now.  Where did you begin?  What were the difficulties?  What were the successes?  Give the reader a sense of what it was like for you to think about, plan and then gather the different kinds of information you have now.  Use specific anecdotes.

--What would you have done differently?

--What did you learn about yourself as a researcher?  What did you learn about the PAR process?  How can this type of research empower youth to be activists around important social and community issues?

--Also, include relevant reflections and journal entries.

Section VIII.  Pitch Piece Presentation:  Conclusions and Recommendations (2-3 pgs)
--Include your thesis statement (the direct answer to your research
question)

--What are your major findings and recommendations to address the problem you identified?

--How would the results of your PAR project correlate or differ from the type of research done previously as reviewed in your literature review?

--How could your study bring us to a closer understanding of the nature of the problem or potential solutions to the problem?

--What next steps would you recommend to help address the social issue you identified and to further answer your research question?

--What additional research would you like to see conducted in the future?

--Who do you think MOST needs to know the results of your PAR project in order for real change to happen?  

--End with your final thoughts, concluding words or an anecdote.

Section IX.  Bibliography:  (separate pg)

--All research papers and projects require a bibliography.  The bibliography is a list of the sources and information you used in order to complete this project.

The bibliography must be in a very specific format.  Use the supplied bibliography guide to write your bibliography.  

Section X.  Pitch Piece

--This is taking the ‘best of what you have’ and putting it in a form to convince the panelists that a) you are well educated on the topic and b) that you have valuable ideas that should be taken seriously and even implemented.

--See Pitch Piece description for more details.
Take a deep breath…it will take focus, diligence and academic strength!

You all can do it!
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