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Essential Question: What/Why are there so many safety differences between Boston’s neighborhoods?

Section I. Personal Background and Statement

Hi everybody, and welcome to my Participatory Action Research Paper. My name is Sebastian Witkowski and I came from Poland to the U.S. about three years ago. My parents and I are immigrants, which give us some different experiences from American – born people. However I am not that different from people living and born in the U.S. Just like every person in the world, I have my struggles, goals, and dreams that face me everyday. 

Life for a person like me, living in a foreign land, is challenging, tough, and full of obstacles that every single one of us immigrants has had to overcome. However, this doesn’t stop from having my dreams of simply becoming somebody that I’ll be proud of and will know that nothing has been wasted during my life. I plan to go to college, finish my education and get the degree. To make this goal, and my plan happen, I need to be strong. Whenever an obstacle comes my way, I try to take it apart, roll it away, move it, demolish it, blow it up, and finally move on to continue the “adventure.” I feel like that’s enough from me about myself, I don’t have much more to say. 

During the project, collecting literature, looking for important data, doing my interviews, I tried to come up with some kind of different view, or picture of how public safety/violence is considered by real people living in different neighborhoods every day. 

My goal is to hope for a change, and to act for a change. Based on all the information I am able to understand what needs to be changed. I hope you would enjoy it, dedicating this project to those who really believe in better change. 

Why do we do projects on certain issues? What is the goal of making surveys? Why do we interview people? What is the goal we want to gain from interviewees? Many times we are struggling to hear the real side of the issue; we may hear something average, something that is the view of uncommon situation. This project gives us a chance to hear something real, and the ability and the chance to understand the given problem and get to it deeper. There is no better way, than to dig into the problem, and to pull every possible lever and find the real side of the situation. 

An example of people’s voices that capture the story of Boston today were people from two different neighborhoods of the city. Such differences were intended to show people how one place can be different from another. The first person was from Brighton / Allston, and the other was a person from Dorchester. Identical questions were asked, and many different answers were heard. There was an incredible gap between these two people’s stories, answers, and examples. The person from Brighton told us something that everybody wishes to hear: Safety on a high level. There was no fear of one’s own life, no shooting ever appeared or bigger incidents. There was no fear of coming back home late or leaving one’s car on the street. Awareness of safety in every aspect of daily life was the normal thing for this person living in such a neighborhood. However, on the other side, there was something completely opposite, something that may shock many people. As some of you may have heard or expect, Dorchester is not one of the best places to live in, at least not in certain parts. The lack of security and education in the neighborhood seems to be the biggest problem. Shootings on every corner or armed assaults on people to rob them from anything they can make the situation unbelievably hard to understand of how it is possible that there can be such different conditions in two different neighborhoods, in the same city. It’s incredibly important that we can hear such information from real people, because it is very useful to understand how much inequality we have in our city of Boston. 

An important beginning is to find out the truth that remains in the Boston area; it may be not as good as you thought it was. The purpose is to show everyone in the world that nothing is perfect and all positive. Real research can only be gathered from people who had experiences in real life and by the people that are really interested about the topic. This is opposite to news, propaganda, or the radio that many times brings the false picture of the situation. 

Sometimes, a five mile distance makes a huge difference. I believed this report will make more people understand the situation within the Boston and try to take action on that. I believe this report can make people understand the situation within Boston. This is not the end of the world if people work together to improve our society; then we can achieve it. This has nothing to do with different races to make the situation worse but the people who not willing to contribute. People keep saying that the reason the criminal rate is so high in Dorchester is because the security is not efficient enough and police always come after the crime is over. Other people mention the problem of students’ drop out rates, and the consequences of increasing gang violence. The reason is not because they are not smart enough to learn what is bad, but the environment around them influences what they will become. Everyone has the issues with their families, finance, school, friends and more, but we should remember that violence is not the only way to solve the problem. 

God won’t change every situation for us or solve all of our problems. We are the only ones that can change something. Everyone should stick together and help each other. Neighborhood safety is an issue that should be highly focused on, and we should find a way to solve it. That’s the only way we can make our life beautiful, peaceful and less dangerous. 

Section II. Problem, Question, and Hypothesis 

We are all living in our neighborhoods, passing time, and dealing with tons of problems everyday. People don’t know, don’t realize, don’t see, or let’s rather say, most of people don’t care. There is something called being a “bystander”, somebody that by doing nothing and not carrying about anything causes the biggest damage. The nature of the problem I plan to study is the inequality in different neighborhoods that results in so many different possibilities, conditions, and pictures of people’s lives. This shows how one’s neighborhood can be different from the other. It’s a complex problem, which is normal to social issues in our society. Nobody can say that we can change everything, and make the situation better from day one. What we should do for now however, at this moment, without wasting more time, is to address the problem to people. The importance of that matter is very simple:*** If we talk out loud about something that bothers us, ask and dig in for the truth that inspires us, and try to answer the questions and come up with possible solutions, we can make progress that may not end up on you, but continue for the next generation. Everything takes time, will, and determination no question about it. There must be steps, which will make everything work properly. A plan is needed; there is also the need of money, people willing to fight for the cause and tons of hours spent among those who sacrifice their time for the appointed goal. That’s why the research is needed. We have to find out what are the statistics, possible reasons of the problem, and how big the problem is we are trying to solve. Basically we need to know how much we need to offer, how much we can offer and finally to whom this help is offering. Nothing more nothing less, whether these are youth or not the success is needed. 

There are so many “whys” in my research question. As background to anything we are going to focus on, we need to answer tons of questions that unfortunately may seem confusing, difficult, time-consuming, but unavoidable in getting to the climax of the issue. For the research I am preparing, try to understand that a lot need to be done. However the insightful questions of the problem are the key. I need to know what am I dealing with and most importantly, how to answer the questions that will help me in solving the problem. For example, we know that there is inequality in our neighborhoods; we realize the difference in Boston’s neighborhoods and face those facts without a glance on our faces. What we don’t think of or have any idea about is the reason, the question of why this is happening. Are they the structural conditions of overcrowding and poverty in the neighborhoods, bad school systems, busy parents working double shifts to make the payments and having no time for the children, or maybe the juvenile court and the whole system in punishing people working improperly? As we see so many questions need to be answered in order to understand why our communities in too many areas make us feel unsafe.


A big brainstorm was going through my head at the beginning, when I tried to understand the problem, and come up with some hypotheses. I was expecting impossible thing to myself, something that is incredible for a person like me who had never experienced such research. Many times, whenever we are doing any kind of research, we are expecting something that will gather in our minds and make the slogan “impossible is nothing” becoming true. The same situation occurred in my case; I am expecting something incredibly important in this research because whether I believe it or not, there are particular problems that we all are the part of. 
Section III. Source Overview 

“You must be the change you wish to see in the world.” - Mahatma Gandhi

We should believe there is help out there; we should give out the help as much as possible. Don’t just take from life, give a little as well. Being such change, offering help for others, is the number one motivator in an effective PAR project. It can be any issue that today’s society is facing. For instance my individual research question: “Why are there so many different neighborhoods in Boston that are facing safety issues”? From such research question we can find many important and unavoidable answers. This is the beauty of successful research process. Solid questions, an interesting topic, and a will to work hard on results, can wrap it up neatly. 


For every project, including mine, primary and secondary sources are needed. For primary sources I included official reports, speeches, pamphlets, posters, or letters by participants, and first-hand accounts (field noted and observations). Interviews/focus groups, surveys results, field notes/observations, and geographic information systems are parts of my primary sources. For secondary sources I included case studies as well as analysis, synthesis, interpretation, and evaluation of the events. I will be focusing much more on primary sources, which is usual in a PAR project, although I will also rely on secondary sources to be helpful. They going to be gathered from first hand, meaning that no information will be used to make this work, it will be all real, all self-made, and supported with present people. On the other hand I’ll have secondary sources and a little different methodology. In this case I am going to use my document collection, such as articles from internet and newspapers, data gathered by other people, and books. Other part is again GIS and the maps including information essential to understand the topic. 

Gathering all kinds of information is a time-consuming exercise. Primary source for instance will be most powerful but at the same time most difficult and challenging to get. Planning to go to CBO sites and during my 20h get as much primary sources as possible will be the goal. From what I know this place supposed to help me a lot in my project. People, who work there, are experts in society’s issues. They may come up with great points, solutions, and ideas for my own actions. I can’t wait to accomplish that, as well as pass out the surveys, observe them how they communicate with each other, how a normal day looks like for people like them, helping today’s society. The secondary source I hope will be much easier to gain but much less exciting and interesting. There will be just another fact on the paper, which I will analyze and conclude afterwards. Nothing special I would say but very important part to my whole project. At the end of completing, analyzing and graphing my all sources there will be time to process my research reflection which going to be most pleasant and joyful part of my work. Exhausted but happy I am going to conclude what I have done, how I have done it and why I have done all that. I am hoping to make myself proud in this whole process, there is a long way to go, many steps before me. I need to hope that this project will bring a change to me and for others because hope is a good thing and no good thing ever dies… 

Section IV. Historical Connections, Sociological Frameworks and Literature Review 

The social forces influenced the lives of youth in Boston and required sudden changes. Following are some case studies that demonstrate the struggle, desire, doggedness, and victory over those obstacles: The Busing situation in Boston in 1970s and DSNI (Dudley Street Neighborhood Initiative) and the whole complex process provided by young people willing their time to find the solutions for their problems. These are two topics where brave enough people were aware of the seriousness of their situations and found desire to overcome their problems.

Boston, during 1970s was a time of racism, and inequality. The place where the Revolution was “born” now was becoming an arena of fights, protests, and horrible incidents between students of different races as well as their parents; adults whose were fighting to better the lives of their children. In “De jure” community, where desegregation was required by law, the District Court Judge W. Arthur Garrity, Jr. ordered “racial balance”. Everything started to get complicated. Parents, students, teachers, government could not find a consensus to solve all educational and racial problems. Everybody was hoping to achieve what they wanted and nobody was about to give anything up. In this case study we will focus on Geography, social/cultural values and education. 

The connection of social forces to the experiences and actions of leaders, parents and students in the 1970s are apparent. The first social force I’d like to write about is Geography and the whole mess between the northern and southern parts of Boston, between blacks and whites, between rich and poor, and finally between equal and unequal. Dorchester and South Boston were the settings of those inequalities and events that none of the sides ended being happy about. The situation was getting out of control; hatred between two races was endless, causing those foolish people to fight, attack, kick, hit, throw rocks at the buses with “niggers” and “crack heads” inside, and write the graffiti on the walls titled “KILL NIGGERS”. Everything was caused by differences of color, skin, culture, or language. For example, an African-American girl from Charlestown High School who found her education as one of the most difficult lessons of her life admitted that it’s all because she had to go to a different neighborhood where she was unwelcome. “A Bizarre pictures of fierce-looking African with rings in his nose and bones in his hair”, Niggers eat shit scribbled on the title page” or dumb comments like “Anybody smell something peculiar in here, throw them a banana” (“Common Ground: Activism in Charlestown”) are only few of the examples of discrimination during her life and many others that had to face busing in Boston. These events and hardship in life did not put them down; instead of collapsing this young girl and other students became activists. Looking and fighting for the equality in education, they wrote petitions to their principle, created the Minority Students’ Council, and protested in behalf of those young people wanting only one thing: an equal education. 

Another study case is a DSNI. Dudley Street Neighborhood Initiative was a group of residents organization in Roxbury formed in 1980s to create possibilities and fight with the problems accruing in their neighborhood. As usually poor people took a step ahead and strong enough decided to fight this unequal battle with government, who did not pay attention to their needs at all. The Social Forces that took place in these events were Social/Cultural values, economics, and government.

Unity of people of different backgrounds, ideas, and races bring us to Social/Cultural values. Urban residents as people with problems, not solutions came together organizing “the renewable energy that powers DSNI and many slogans: “Don’t Dump On Us,” “Take a Stand, Own the Land,” “Building Houses and People Too,” “Dudley PRIDE – People and resources Investing in Dudley’s Environment,” “Unite the Community, Celebrate our Diversity,” “ Economics With People In Mind.” (From the book, “Streets Of hope”). The residents made campaigns to clean up the vacant lots and close down illegal trash transfer stations. Hundreds of residents all together showed a new sense of neighborhood identity and forced city government to respond. Those steps were the beginning of the whole action, short term goals that sooner or later would create a long term goals on the Newbury streets. 

Economics, together with Government, present another two social forces that appeared on Newbury streets during the DSNI actions. Rich people in Boston had the power to manipulate and decide about the changes in neighborhoods. Having no idea of what those poor people in Newbury needed to change and how to change it brought high tension between people from Dudley Street and the Government. They were sick of outsiders who made plans without consulting them together. Politicians weren’t listening to their concerns. Consequently, poverty and unemployment rose day to day reaching enormous levels. Moreover, terms like redlining, where banks refused to do business in Newbury because of dangerous and risky territory or Eminent Domain, which gave power to the Government to take private property for public use, often used to tear down low-income neighborhood (“urban renewal”), brought disastrous results. Those entire situations once again brought people together to fight and change. Poor people decided to fight this unequal battle with rich and powerful politicians to find the change they were looking for.

In all case studies the social forces that impacted the change of youth in Boston has been made. We see a connection between poor, discriminated people fighting for one goal: Better lives, equal lives, lives which all human beings should get. Nothing makes us different from each other. Color of skin, nationality, language, sex or even place where we live, doesn’t mean anything. Anyway, those events above still overwhelming me, and I am apprehensive that what I said here won’t affect the way people think, act and do. I am hoping that young people and not only, will not have to act in response too often to inequalities caused by whatever reason. 


Youth activism stays with us in many aspects of our lives. There are the social forces that influence the lives of youth in Boston mentioned above. There are also sociological and theoretical frameworks that are relevant to youth activism, such as ephebiphobia, structural racism, and social reproduction theory. 

***The United States of America is a beautiful country, with many positive aspects. However, as the world’s wealthiest country, with equal opportunity for all, participatory democracy is still facing a big challenge - the linking of race and poverty. All the advantages, rights that US give its citizens unfortunately don’t protect people of color from racial inequality.

I am trying to understand why a person of color is nearly 3 times more likely to be poor than a white person and why racial minorities are overrepresented in the poorest and most disadvantaged neighborhoods. In my opinion, history causes such situations. As we all know slavery in this country still existed not that long ago, and caused a huge gap between white and all other races. Nobody can fix it, or change anything about what happened in the past. Unfortunately now it hurts our societies, causes huge amount of understandable complains, protests, and petitions to government. All we can do from now on is to be aware of the past and not make these stupid and egoistic steps again. 

Another reason that comes to mind, that can partly answer my question, is the matter of stereotypes. Think about for a second. If we ask random people to tell us what they think the most dangerous race is , what race causes the most crime drug “business” we are going to hear about black, Latino, etc. All the statistics we had in class, readings, and discussions proves this point. We are going to hear the comments that they are choosing such a life, that nobody forces them to live like that. I think there are so many other reasons that we can come up with; It’s much more complex that, we might think it is, and the answer to each question lies deep inside the issue. 

Sometimes I don’t know what to think; sometimes I don’t want to think too much about the difficulties in life. There is so much going on in this world, in our societies, on our streets, that my head is about to explode. Everybody should be aware of it own actions and see what is happening around them. I think if everything is that simple there would not be a problem of disadvantaged neighborhoods or racial inequality. Whatever we say, the world treats us differently, but we need to remember that we are the world and we need be the change we want to see in life.

We have to be the change; otherwise we won’t last long in our societies and our lives are going to be a miserable emptiness that we have to live in. The endless problem of racism, dividing races, and inequality among races are formidable issues that will not be resolved overnight. This challenge includes us all and we all should be aware of the situation that takes place in America.  

To understand structural racism, and causes of the nation wide problem we need to understand each other. We don’t pay attention to what is going on close to us, we don’t see it, and in many cases we just don’t want to see what the problem is or what would be possible resolutions of the problem. There is no willingness to solve or at last help solve the problems around us. ***“While few Americans alive today openly sanction racism or consciously engage in practices that maintain structural racism, many benefit from its existence and help to maintain it as they follow society’s conventions and participate in its routine.” (“Streets Of hope”) Maybe it is a matter of laziness, fear, lack of time or maybe just the lack of common sense in making our decisions. We can’t really tell why people do what they do. All we can say is that we as humans, are the main problem, and as this problem we should try to lower its level. 

To lessen the seriousness of the situation, youth activism and community-building work should understand what we are dealing with. It’s very important to find people who will be willing to spend a lot of time “fighting” for better situations. Every single youth activist should be aware of the situation and realize that it will not be an easy case to deal with. Finally they need to understand what they really want to change and what most importantly how they want to change it, in addition to receive money needed to maximize organizations’ ability to produce whatever kinds of change that are within their reach and control.” 

There are so many questions without answers. All of us go our own paths, fulfilling careers, making the best future as possible. Unfortunately not everybody has this opportunity. Some people are unable to reach their goals because of their color of skin, language, gender or religion. So many inequalities among races, unfair decisions along people and what’s worst, everything’s happening among us people. From my point of view, America, as the land of freedom, failed. Whatever they say, whatever they write I don’t believe because I feel like nothing makes sense to me. 

Sometimes it’s really hard to understand all the issues and to face them with success. While we struggle with unfair lives and tons of questions without answers, there are certain ideas in society that don’t help at all. The transmission of social capital, that the rich stay rich, and the poor stay poor, curdle my blood. Before writing anything on this topic, let me just rephrase my position. There is not a bit of truth saying that being a poor person, you will die poor as well.

Social reproduction theory is basically based on class status as mentioned above, putting labels on people, assuming that poor stay poor and vice versa. The second is Education / schools, which transmit social capital. There are two wealth assets of people having: money, stocks, businesses, buildings, etc. On the other hand, people that have something besides money: knowledge, experience, education, cultural values, etc. The values mentioned above are for everybody, every one of us can posses them, impossible is nothing, there is no question about it. 

The key terms for social reproduction theory are very common, and probably known to everybody. ***White privilege is the first key. It mentions white people’s advantage in the world. Historical and current advantage in education, employment, housing, health care, political representation, media influence, etc. This leads to patterns of advantage in wealth, power, etc. The second key term that is important to understand is Race. ***We are not going to focus on a biological / genetic construction as much as on sociological terms. Invention of people, “social construct” that can be defined as the unequal relationship between social groups based on unequal access to power and resources by one group over others. These are the two very important key terms that everybody should try to understand in order to understand social reproduction theory. 


Among people willing to understand structural racism are youth activists and community-building workers that really need to follow the problems in our societies. They should know that they’re dealing with the most powerful and dangerous creatures on this planet - humans. There is no more complex study than to understand why and how people segregate, interact, problem-solve, label and discriminate against others. It’s tough piece of work for youth activism, but as I said, in order to find the way out, they must understand the problem in depth. 

Sometimes life is hard to understand; we don’t know where we’re going, how our future will look, etc. Problems at home, not enough money to survive from month to month, poverty in the neighborhood, schools that do not give opportunities to fulfill oneself, and finally people around us giving us a hard time for the “worse” ones, discriminating for the “wealth” one’s possessing. I would never say we all have an equal start in life. Some people take detours, some will take shortcuts, and some will never begin. That’s how everything works in this world, in our lives, but one thing is sure, we are all equal as humans. 


Every single city in the US has to face education and public safety/health issues. Among these cities we definitely can find Boston, with which the problem of youth homicide may unfortunately take on of the leading places among US cities. 

Today’s world requires from us a determination in preventing gang violence, an appreciation of the seriousness of the situation as well as patience during complex and time-consuming operations. Thankfully who we’re not on our own as there is a lot going on to help us fell safer and to make the city of Boston a better place. 

“Operation Ceasefire” began in early 1995 and on May 15, 1996 started its intervention. Its main elements included preventing gang violence, and attacking illicit 

firearms supplies. I love this operation for its determination in work and willingness to really change something. The “Pulling levers” strategy was one of the examples that really impressed me and made me believe. ***“Do everything that’s possible to stop the violence” simple as that; the operation was moving forward. “Deter gang violence by reaching out directly to gangs, saying that violence would no longer be tolerated, and backing up that message by pulling every lever legally available when violence occurred.” (Operation Ceasefire, handout) Incredibly strongly said, and what impressive, well done. They disrupted street-level drug markets, served warrants, mounted federal prosecutions, and changed the conditions of community by eliminating the targeted group. They also, what I consider as very important part of the project, helped the gang members to step away from a violent lifestyle. There was offered help and services to make the transition into a “normal person.” 

Another part of the operation was the disrupting of illegal gun markets. One success after another, guns as huge problem in Boston is shortening effectively. ***“Guns have passed through fewer hands, they are less likely to have been resold, given away, or stolen” (Operation Ceasefire, handout). Also, the individuals listed on paperwork are easier to find and the chain of the gun trade is much shorter. These are facts, something that really happened after the interventions, goals, ideas and keys to the whole issue. I believe that this hard work of many people can really prevent many types of violence because guns as we all know cause a lot of trouble in our societies.

The last, but not the least, part of the Ceasefire Operation is the ballistics imaging technology. This technology’s role is basically to help working groups in crime analysts, information developed through interviews with arrested offenders, victims and offenders or even physical evidence collected at the crime scenes (DNA, fingerprints). Consequently the*** “IBIS technology increased the ability to make ballistic matches across crime scene, made the hits that wouldn’t be possible before, and high conviction matches of serious violent offenders” (Operation Ceasefire, handout).  These are three parts of the operation that have done an enormous amount of good and have been a big help to local services. Such operations are incredibly important to have, unfortunately not existing today. 

One of my major discoveries while reading the article was the idea of working together in order to further peace negotiations. One member of the coalition said that ***“it took them awhile to learn that not all police were insensitive to their local problems, and that some could be trusted and worked with” (Operation Ceasefire, handout).  We see the importance of group work because trust is very important to make things work. On the other hand however, I have little concerns and question about making the truce. Everything looks nice; they do what’s right and follow the right path. My question here is, how many of the gang members are willing to stay in such a position, keeping their weapons and cell phones down, eating pizza and drinking cokes? I don’t believe it because just like the article says ***“six moths later most of them are off the street and doing time” (Operation Ceasefire, handout).  It’s hard to change people if they won’t change themselves. I also agree with one relative quote: ***“the media and culture reinforce the public’s addiction to violence. Kids want to belong to some group and that gang membership is natural. The issue is who controls the gang” (Operation Ceasefire, handout).  This is 100% true because looking for some place to belong to we don’t realize that this people we want be part of are evil. 

Youth violence, guns, unsafe neighborhoods, and issues coming along 24/7 are for many a daily part of life, for people like you and me. We all wish to make our societies work better, feel better about them, live in normal conditions. There was hope during the Ceasefire intervention. ***From 1996-2000 the youth homicide in Boston decreased drastically - we could see the results. We felt that this is working for us, working for our children. Now we are in 2007; the intervention is gone, homicide is back to the top. In 1999 there were five homicides, compared to homicide 2005- 75. Sometimes I don’t understand the issues we have to deal with but when I see something that helps ourselves feel safe and it disappears I just can’t stand it.

As it’s been mentioned many times, this project is about public safety / violence in Boston’s neighborhoods. Every help to learn as much as possible is greatly appreciated, that’s why the literature review is something that may help a lot. There are two picks among the choices I had. The first one is the research of National Institute of Justice about juvenile gun violence and gun markets in Boston. The second one is a newspaper article from Boston Globe about a Dorchester resident taking a stand against violence in his neighborhood. Both these literature pieces are extremely connected to what I am researching, and give me a decent picture of the situation in Boston. 

David M. Kennedy, a professor at Harvard University mentions that over the past five years the city of Boston has experienced 155 youth homicides by gun and knife. This shows how big and dangerous a role in our societies guns have. Because of such horrible data, the National Institute of Justice supported a “problem solving” project. Its main focus was basically to*** “devise and implement strategic interventions and evaluate their effectiveness, to reduce the gun violence, and make the city of Boston a safer place. To start everything in the right order, making the right steps, there had to be a lot of data and research to show and realize how big is the problem” (Operation Ceasefire, handout).   We need to remember that the plan is the most important part before we start to do anything because a good plan can bring great results. The research started off with a big boom. It showed how many guns get into our city and what types of guns, and what percentage of weapons the youth possess. ***“Eighty percent of the guns taken from youths were handguns; of these, slightly more than 50% were semiautomatic pistols. More than 25% of the pistols recovered from youths were less than 2 years old” (Operation Ceasefire, handout).  Another thing they talked about was youth homicides and crimes connected to the problem. ***“Estimated 61 gangs involving approximately 1,300 juveniles. Although gang turfs constitute less than 4% of the city that account for 25% of Boston’s serious crime (weapons offences, drug dealing, and assault with gun)” (Operation Ceasefire, handout).  An interesting sociological part of the issue is that most youths living in hot spots were well known to the criminal justice system. It’s very likely that the surroundings we are living in have huge impact our behaviors. Afterwards is time for the strategic interventions. Decrease both the supply of and demand for guns that were central to the “shooting wars” among criminally active gangs. Bring the personal restrictions for those on probation and parole as well as taking care of gang members-locking them up for a long time to make neighborhoods quite. 

This study shows us how important is to fight and prevent these numbers, percentage but unfortunately these numbers are there and many times they grow and grow making huge public menace. We should be grateful for institutions and people that try to do something to make us feel safer, especially when we hear that*** “youth violence in the city already appears to have been substantially reduced” (Operation Ceasefire, handout).  

  It is important to note that every bit of help is needed. Just like in this incredible article from Boston Globe about people who help others and how neighborhoods become better.*** This article is strictly about people, who are “tired” of their friends getting killed, guns shot behind the house or drug dealers around the corner. Those people don’t give up; don’t move out because of the situation. Alex Mendes, 24, was shot to death on Wendover Street on May 6, not far from the intersection where his brother, Bobby, was stabbed to death in 1995. After such incidents and many others, they can’t just let it go, they know that they have to stay there and try to find the way out. It’s very hard to do when you get the information falling on your head that “since Jan. 1, 2005, there have been two stabbings, one non fatal shooting, six reports of shots fired, and the Mendes homicide, according to Boston police statistics. Although hardship appears, their willingness and faith don’t fade. They do it for themselves and residents. They do it with pleasure and thankfulness of neighbors; ***“To have someone like him work in to make the community better, it’s nice” (“Dorchester resident who’s willing to change, article). After making the changes in advancing the safety, such us, changing the flow of traffic or putting up 12-foot chain link fence, the community could finally see progress into a better place to live in. 

It’s very easy to run away from the difficult situations, and close the door behind. I feel like there is no time and place to do such thing. There is huge need of people who change and do something that’s why we should all be part of participation to our neighborhoods because ***“The city is the city, and every rose has its thorn” (“Dorchester resident who’s willing to change, article).

Section V. Methodology 

There is critical difference between traditional research and participatory action research (PAR).  Comparing those two methodologies we can realize and explain how much they really differ from each other. The first question is what people are involved in the research? On one side we have an outsider so called “expert” researcher for traditional research. On the other side we find an insider so called “owner” of research in participatory action research.  Next are goals. In traditional research there are often interests in getting knowledge for its own sake. However, during PAR, information collected is turned into actions! Focusing on background studies, gathering data and analyzing it, are characteristics in traditional research. On the other hand, we have data collected through observations in the field which make the PAR method different from traditional research. 

To organize something successful isn’t easy. We need people to bring changes, we need well organized institutions, and most of all we need willingness, hope and desire that will transfer into action and successful endings. Intervention, development and change within communities and groups are what PAR strives to do. Since almost everywhere, such actions would be helpful; it makes PAR useful on a large scale. Many international development agencies, university programs, as well as countless local community organizations around the world use participatory action research. By local people for local people is the slogan of PAR. Everything is designed to address specific issues identified by local people, while the results are directly applied to the problems at hand. 

Community based organizations are places that help the community, and help individuals to solve the issues of violence, drug abuse, gangs, health issues, etc. The placement I went to, is called, “Cherishing Our Hearts and Souls Coalition” and is in Roxbury. This organization “is a collaborative effort to improve the health of African-Americans in the Roxbury neighborhood of Boston, Massachusetts understanding that experiences with racism are significant sources of stress and ill health among African Americans” (Description of programs, 2). Its mission is a little out of my topic range, but even though I’ve gathered tons of information helping me to understand my own challenge; planned to gather as much useful information as possible from my site.  Starting with online research I looked for graphs of violence range, interesting articles, and all kinds of tables including percentages, numbers, and drops connecting to my research question. Besides this kind of research there were also qualitative and quantitative data. Under qualitative data I collected field notes from each day of my visit, interviews with people, focus group, and document collection such as books. For quantitative data I included a survey, made myself, asking related questions, helping me to get as close as possible to the PAR method. 

Geographic Information System (GIS) is a technique/method of organizing data geographically to explore and reveal patterns or trends. It uses geography as the primary organizer to measure and compare many things or other social forces (ex: economics, race, religion, etc…). Such maps and the use of geography are used to reveal and address real world problems. GIS maps are a great source for PAR projects. They are used for primary research as well as secondary research. It’s something more than physically mapping countries, cities, and continents, but a way of documenting people and society’s interaction with the environment. It looks for patterns of people in society and how they relate to “place.”  As my research question is based on safety issues I was interested in the kinds of data that would help me understand those issues. One of the maps I’ll be using shows how safe people feel in certain neighborhoods. Another one that would be helpful and connected to the research question is the quality and access to education in city of Boston, connected with race statistics in the areas.  Those maps, patterns, and data may really tell me and teach me why/what are the differences in neighborhoods and be a key in finding the answers. 
Section VI. Data researching and Findings

All my data analysis and findings collected for this projects were incredibly useful and what most important fit together helping me in answering my question. Starting with field notes/observations, my goal was to take as many notes on behaviors, work conditions, procedures, people and even the office interior, to get an idea of how this and  other institutions work. It was very important to get a sense of where I was going to work  as well as what this place could offer to me. Spending my three days at my CBO side I did my best to complete everything I needed; it was challenging, but interesting.


While I was at my CBO site, I had time for document collection. Starting from little articles and finishing on thick books, I had a lot of work to do. There were struggles with understanding, and finding the proper information, but what kept me going was the fact that everything I read, took notes on and tried to understand, seemed ideal for my research question. Full of energy to continue my work, time was moving on, and I had to start doing my interviews. There was nothing to worry about I asked, she did the rest. Still a little stressed, with my questions in my head, I went to Deborah Prothrow-Stiths office and started to do my work, asked questions related to my topic. The answers to my questions were unexpected. They gave me so much information, satisfying me 100%. Completing analysis of the most important responses, typing my transcripts and interview questions I was ready to continue. The next step was to put together my surveys. Making my own questions and setting it up on paper I was prepared to give out from 50-100 copies to a diverse group of people. Finding different kinds of people, with different status, races, and gender I was able get different kinds of responses making everything more interesting. I graphed the results of my survey and analyzed them. This gave me a clearer picture, of real people.  At the very end I worked on the Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to put together two maps and the analysis for both. That was something that consumed a lot of time. I had to figure out how the whole program worked, and what the most important data would be to help me in my project. From the choices I decided to use for my project I chose two maps representing homicide rate/prisons, and the other one was a map of education spending in years 1992, and 2002. Both topics were very useful and related to my research. Homicide/prisons map showed me the most dangerous places in Boston, where on the other side I had a picture of money spent on education in last 15 years giving me a relation between education and crime. 


That was my last part of this section that I wanted to describe. As we see everything fits together perfectly. Nothing was missing, there no unneeded information or anything that will be useless at the end. Everything was planned to the very detail, so at the end I could get the best possible picture of the issue. It’s very important to make those steps, to follow what needs to be done, because we won’t claim anything without effort from ourselves. We need to remember that whatever is done now can bring enormous effects in the future, making others lives better. 

In all three days I had to do my field notes, I focused on detailed observation. 

I observed and wrote down everything that may be useful in my project. From how the office looks, to how many people work at the CBO, to what each person’s role in the institution is, and how their normal day looks as they help our neighborhoods. In my field notes there are many positive observations that really impressed me. First of all, people working there were engaged in their duties so much that it resulted in making a harmonious group. Second of all, the whole goal of the institution made me blossom. Efforts to improve the cardiovascular health of African-Americans in the Roxbury neighborhood of Boston, Massachusetts are the goal of Cherishing our Hearts and Souls Coalition. All this information and observations helped me to answer my research question. How? Being there, in such useful place, with such great goals you just want to be a part of it working hard making your little piece of work count. 

There was one critical incident during my visit. I remember on the second day there was a meeting with all the staff and some outsiders, about 15-20 people.

 Everything looked and sounded normal, just like an average meeting. However something has changed after couple hours. The atmosphere took a hotter level and I started to hear louder voices. Being very curious I left my station and went to the kitchen passing by the conference room. I saw Deborah Prothrow-Stith sitting in front of everybody hitting her fist on the table. God, that was something amazing, to see how involved a person can be in an issue. I saw the desire in that room, I felt like they here “fighting” for a better change. I saw an amazing example of how people are willing to change society at all costs.
For my interviews, I had a chance to talk with two people. The first one was my chemistry teacher, Mr. Pentidis who was chosen as a person who lives in a safe neighborhood (Allston/Brighton), and could share important information about our society. The second person was a Professor of Public Health Practice and Associate Dean for Faculty Development, Deborah Prothrow-Stith, who I had a chance to question during my visit at the CBO site. The reason why I chose this person was based on her knowledge of many societal issues. She was a golden example of person who could really help me understand the topic, tell me very good points, as well as present the opinion of a professional person who helps and solves problems for a living. 

According to the first interview with Mr. Pentidis there was a question asked. Do you think Brighton/Allston is a safe place to live? The response was as following:

One of the things, I would assure quite safe to live. A lot of people with families live there. And a lot of immigrant I think. Immigrants are usually who live with families here, causing less crime. The fact that student lived there I think it makes it a little bit safer, we don’t have drug, at least we don’t have a place that people sell drugs. That is very important things to keep it safe. Aw... Maybe the fact that we have two universities. We have BU and BC. A lot of Police is also important reasons in keeping the neighborhood safe. The last reason may be that Brookline is an expensive area to live in and it may affect the safety as well. It was a very confident answer; he knew the answer vary well. Responding to the question for the most part I saw the positive feeling and satisfied opinion about the neighborhood. During the second interview, Deborah and I had a great conversation about neighborhood safety and its impact. I decided to push the conversation a little, to get even more interesting results. I asked a question about the race problems that influence everybody, in almost every neighborhood.  Question was as follow:  Do you think the race problem is really the problem?  Do you think that people that consider black people as more dangerous, worse people, at risk… is it right to do such things? After Deborah listened to the question, she made some very good points…

Yeah, no... I definitely don’t consider a racial predisposition towards violence, and I actually think it’s part of the problem that there’s a way that we through entertainment, media and just through the bias of society that certain people are more dangerous because they’re black or are more likely to be a criminal.  There’s nothing to suggest that that’s the case, and interestingly, when we were looking at homicide rates, for instance, in the mid 1800s in the United States, because of dueling, the homicide rates for white men who had money were high, and higher than many of the urban settings today.  So when we talk about violence, particularly about peer violence or street violence, we are talking about learned behavior and young men being more vulnerable because of the expectation that men are tough, and there’s a way that you equate masculinity with violence.  But it’s in many ways, what we expect of our children that they in fact give us and so part of the problem of violence, especially when we start looking at African Americans…. 

We have a chance to see to deep truth about the issue. As Deborah said, there is no reason to consider black people as worse, more dangerous, etc. Even though it seems so obvious, and every Homo-sapiens should know about it, we still make this mistake and consider opposite races in negative light. 

One of the goals in this project was to make a really good survey, one that would help me a lot in answering my main question. The idea was to ask easy, and, at the same time, helpful questions. I wanted honest answers; I wanted people to take it seriously and to be truthful. The kind of people I wanted to survey wasn’t part of my agenda, the more diverse the better for me. Thanks to the diversity among the people I surveyed, I was able to gather interesting and fascinating information. Who would give me more than people from different cultures, races, manners, ages or genders? As a researcher of my own project I decided and really depended on diversity among people, and answers because it can draw me a nice picture of the issue I am studying. 

After graphing my results on Microsoft Excel I’ve got some very nice results that pop out immediately. I would like to start with the pie graph of people living in different Boston’s neighborhoods. After surveying about 50 people I got 34% people living in Dorchester, and 18% in South Boston. The rest was average with small percentage of people. I’ve gotten what I wanted, people from more dangerous neighborhoods appears for the most parts. Do you recognize differences in different neighborhoods besides your own, was a question to start the whole thinking process. On start I see ration 40-8 on yes. Continuation of the survey intended to bring me closer, and understand the living situation of people. Questions and statements such as, Is there enough security in my neighborhood? I feel safe coming home late at night or I believe there is nothing going on to improve safety conditions in my neighborhood, brought me negative answers predominating in the survey. Another questions, such as How safe do you feel in your neighborhood or what grade would you give your neighborhood based on safety issues, gave me more middle choices, 2 or 3 improving the picture a little but still making the negative overall impression. At the end, there were questions related to education and justice. Asking, how would you rate the quality of education that you received, and do you think by putting people in jail your neighborhood will become safer, I received most answers between 3 and 5 giving me pretty strong agreement on questions. From every answer I could make some conclusions, assumptions and opinions. The most important part of the survey is that I could understand and see the real picture, of real people, living in Boston’s neighborhoods. Every survey question helped me to answer my main research question in its own way. I must admit that this survey gave me a great source in becoming a better research with richer knowledge. 

I have completed decent document collections from my CBO site. During my three visits in “Cherishing our Hearts and Souls Coalition” I gathered and analyzed different types of documentation. 

The first piece of documentation I found helpful and interesting was the information from the Boston foundation community safety initiative. They had an overview of a forum on community safety. Their information was on the reduction in violence during the late 1990’s. The neighborhoods where the majority of the violent incidents occurred began to be viewed in a more positive way. Also, an increase in communication and trust between law enforcement agencies and community members began to develop. Among this impressive and good news, the document also mentioned crime prevention strategies for urban communities. For example criminal justice agencies focused on issues that enhance community living (i.e. clean streets, graffiti-free buildings), and reduce fear (i.e. the ability to leave one’s home and walk in the neighborhood without fear of becoming a crime victim). Formation of effective partnerships with a wide-range of stakeholders including criminal justice groups, community-based groups, faith-based organizations, and the business community was another key ingredient in crime prevention. 

The last parts of the document mentioned challenges the city of Boston and its neighborhoods faced. Despite many successes in Boston’s history there are many challenges that must be faced. The challenge for the future is to move youth away from gangs, drugs, and violent behavior, and to work with offenders to successfully transition back to the community and live crime-free lives.  That information was very helpful in answering my research question. First of all they showed me what needs to be done to make neighborhoods safer, what the problems are that make our neighborhoods unsafe, and finally how to make them safe. 

The second source I would like to mention is a book titled “Murder is no accident, Understanding and preventing youth violence in America,” by Deborah Prothrow-Stith and Howard R. Spivak. One of the authors, Deborah Prothrow-Stith, was my interviewee which was a great help and an unforgettable experience. 

This book mentions a lot of societal facets that people deal with everyday. Among the many chapters in the book there was one particular one that interested me. The Chapter titled, “What do we know and how do we know it” explains the problems of violence, homicide, and danger in neighborhoods. Statistics pop out immediately. The United States has an annual rate of homicides of 37 per 100,000 young men-compared to Scotland at 4.2 per 100,000 and Japan at 0.03 per 100,000. We always look for the answers; the issue is how we look and where we look for them. In searching for the truth, many times we overlook history. Although the homicide rates for young black men in the United States are currently the highest rate, this was not always the case. Homicide rates among rural, rich southern whites in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries rivaled the current rates in urban America, showing us a little lesson from stereotyping and making assumptions. The book mentions much we should be aware of. “Urban America’s structural conditions of overcrowding and poverty neighborhoods are strongly associated with homicide. “Everything from malnutrition to witnessing violence can have structural impact on the brain that can lower the threshold for violence, producing a biological problem that is not genetic.” (P.43-44, Murder is no accident). Such problems are also mentioned in an article titled, “Does Neighborhood matter? Assessing recent evidence,” where the author says that “simply witnessing crimes or knowing people who have been victimized may also profoundly affect people’s outlook, leading them to see the world as fundamentally violent, dangerous, and unjust.” (p.841, Does Neighborhood matter? assessing recent evidence). It shouldn’t be surprising that what “goes around comes around.” On the other side, but connecting to the topic, Deborah Prothrow-Stith notes as her last reason violence occurs as, a chemical reaction that happens in the body when anger, fear, occurs; it can affect body chemistry in ways that can influence risks of violence. It’s amazing what our bodies are able to do. It’s very interesting and amazing fact, however dominant factor for acts of violence are social forces mentioned above that influence people to commit acts of violence making our neighborhood poor and unsafe. 
To show more about our neighborhoods safety and consequences of this fact I created maps showing those factors. The first map shows the data on property crime rate per 1000 residents in 2004, violent crimes rate per 1000 residents in 2004, as well as prisons in Boston’s neighborhoods. These are important information related to my research question. Estimated numbers show me what I was expecting. The darker areas of Massachusetts including Boston, Cambridge, Everett, and Chelsea have the highest rate which is more than 30 people for property crimes and more than 10 people for violent crimes. Suburbs however shows us very small crime rate varying the numbers of less than 10 people for property crimes and 1-2 people for violent crimes. 

Another element appearing in the map are prisons. Most of people recognize prisons as very important and useful for our societies. We want as many of them as possible to keep criminals locked up and make neighborhoods safer. This is all true, I can’t argue that, but is this the only solution in improving public safety? Looking at the map we see bunch of prisons in the region. Only in Boston we can find 5 of them, which consume enormous amounts of money making big percentage in city’s spending. The question is, whether we could limit the spending on prisons and give piece of it for other solutions such as education. There should be always a hope for change because hope is a good thing and no good thing ever dies. 

This map is a great source in understanding the public safety issues. There is no better image than a clear map with good information. This may help many organizations, groups, and individuals to take the right steps in solving problems, as it did for me. 

We need the geographic information system to show people an issue in a little different way and hopefully bring improvement. 

“Education spending” is the title of the second map. This map has been chosen because of mine and other’s, opinion that education has a great impact on public safety and can definitely reduce crime rate making our neighborhoods safer. According to two maps of Boston areas, one from 1992, another from ten years later there have not been many changes in education spending. As it was in 1992, the year 2002 shows us almost the same data with exception of rapidly growing suburb communities which spend over 55% of their budget on education needs. Less than 40% of the budget was spent in urban core communities. There were no changes in 10 years, not even 5% bringing the question, where does the money goes? 

It’s a very complex and related issue. Comparing my two maps, the one with crime rate and the other with education I see a bone connecting these two categories. First of all, we all know how big a part of life education plays. We spend half of our time in schools. We learn from these places, we find help, support, and fun; in general, schools educate us. What if such important institutions don’t get enough support from government? Just look at the maps. We can see the connection. The urban core communities in proportion to lowest spending on education have the highest crime rate and have more prisons than suburbs. I don’t have to be a genius to realize where the money is spending for. 


It’s hard to make a change, but harder still is wanting to make those changes and not being able to. It would be nice to have a government willing to change something instead putting all money in prisons. In my opinion, the situation won’t change as long such political priorities are taking place in our city. We need new paths of action to help our neighborhoods improve public safety.

Section VII. Research Process Reflection.


Everything started at the beginning of the school year. Homework assignments, class work, vacation assignments. Complaining about lots of work to do, not enough time, and the difficulties during in assigned work made all of us work incredibly hard, pushing ourselves to the limit. That’s basically how everything looked during the first two terms. When the third term started, we just shook our heads, and yelled in the classroom “nooooo, another project in my career!” It was not pleasant. It just seemed like more work to do, “for god’s sake, give us a break.” It went on like that for a while, people were struggling, and so was I. Honestly I didn’t like it at the beginning, I didn’t know where and how to start, I just felt completely lost. 


Time was running by, and something had to be started. As a mature student from BCLA, I had to start off my project with the research question. Just sit down and think, what do I really want to research, in what topic and issue do I want the answers, where do I see myself as a researcher being helpful to our community. A lot of questions had to be answered, before anything could move on. Despite the difficulties in finding the right research question, success finally came. I found my question, and was really happy with the choice. Deciding to research neighborhood safety, and why we have so many different neighborhoods in Boston regarding safety issues, I became a part of helping our society address much needed changes. It was time to get the real work started. There was no joking, no time to relax or take a little break, tight schedule, no question about it. There were a lot of plans, but no completions yet. Section by section, everything had to be copied on the paper, graphs, maps, etc, to give people an idea of what it really is about. Nothing was expected to come easily to me; every single step that was made took a lot of effort, time, and complexion but every step forward was taken in order to gather the information that will help to answer the key question, the question we all want to know the answer to. The best way to get the credible information is to talk to people, ask them question and observe. That’s exactly what has been done by me and my classmates. The interviews of people who may help to get the important information, survey questions asking the random people of different age, genders, etc, what is their opinion on the issue, and finally the simple observations at the CBO side, of people helping our neighborhoods every day were all part of our research. After gathering this necessary information I was ready to set up myself in analyzing, describing, graphing and concluding about gathered data. Everything looks easy or at least not complex for somebody who reads it. The reality is different; the view changes from when you do the research and when you sit down to write a 40 page research paper.


There were times of collapse, times of glory, sometimes I felt like I didn’t want to do it anymore. They were just moments, moments that went by and didn’t come back. I was starting to understand how important role this whole project had to us, to our school and most of all to our society. Thinking about the whole process I get chills on my skin. I felt like there was so much to do. All this time spent on writing the papers, going to CBO sites, doing interviews, collecting the surveys, and gathering documentation gave me a hard time. The question asked is whether I would have done anything differently. My answer is no, I wouldn’t have done anything differently during the whole project. The reasons are very simple. First of all, every single step had an impact on another, and the connection between them was amazingly useful in getting the answers. Second of all the hard work of our students and teachers who were able to work very hard in completing the whole process. ***The last reason is the importance of this kind of project. I feel like there is a bone between people wanting to help others, wanting to help their neighborhoods. Such bone should never be broken, improving and strengthening every time the issue occurs. 


Understanding the whole message of our project makes me feel like I have learned a lot about myself as a researcher. It’s important to know what are you doing, how you doing and most of all why are you doing it. I realized that I am organized person, punctual with work, responsible for my duties. These characteristics helped me to succeed in my project, have it done and most of all take advantage of the work I have done. The way everything has been done was amazing and very efficient. The PAR process brought so much to our research and findings that I can’t imagine a better way of uncovering the truth.*** I define PAR as the most real and truthful way of doing research. It showed me the real side of the issue. Real people like you and me speak out and present their personal feelings. Any kinds of issues can be presented, explained, analyzed and answered by the PAR process. Possessing such a powerful tool in our hands, we can use this for good, people by people digging through the issue helps others. No matter who you are, you can help to change the situation. There is no exception, there is always something to improve, and change. We need to remember that we all can be activists around important social and community issues. Youth can bring the change to their neighborhoods. Striving for a change, you can bring this change. There no place to be a bystander, doing nothing when so much needs to be done. We have chance to do something, we already have the tools to do so, the only things we need are willingness, desire, and hard work to be successful in our actions.

Section VIII Conclusion/Recommendations 


We have finally reached the end of our projects. My peers and I are getting close to the end of this excited and interesting project. We were so happy and proud of ourselves because towards the end everybody had an answer to their research questions. 


To remind everybody, my research question was: Why/What are there so many safety differences between Boston’s neighborhoods? This was very complex and deep problem to find the answer for. All the research questions questioned and uncovered today’s problems in our lives. Nothing and nobody was able to answer any of the questions at the first glance but after long and hard work, everybody started to share their experiences, solutions and the evidences proving the final answers.  Following all the tiring and time-consumed steps, I was among those people who had the final thesis completed. 

***I found out that the reasons causing the differences in safety among Boston neighborhoods were very divergent. Starting from poverty and poor conditions in neighborhoods, following by media affecting people, witnessing the violence, and ending on chemical reactions happening in the body when anger, fear, or violence occurs, I can surely say that there are many reasons affecting safety in our neighborhoods. All the findings helped me to become a better person in uncovering the truth. ***I need to say that everything was amazingly useful to my project. I had a chance to see how real organizations look and work. I talked to people who were part of the organization and helpers to our society. You see those people, you witness the whole situation in helping others, and you start to think that you have a chance to be part of it. I can’t really describe how I felt. I can’t express myself the way I feel right now. I will be mad if I won’t be able to see some changes, and I will never forget such a life experience. 


Such life experience gave me the PAR project. Its results widened my thinking, experiences, skills, and my own potential. This powerful tool, which gave me so much unlimited possibilities and a great variety of information, opened my eyes to the world. It can be something very useful or completely useless. The idea and ways of PAR are very helpful to society, but to make it real, and to make it happen, we need people appropriately operating this powerful machine. Studying the whole case, looking for the solutions, asking for help, willing to work with others and acting for a change will definitely make this whole machine work in the correct direction. Without all those aspects and steps, none of us would be able to understand the problem.*** In order to do anything, we need to do something. A closer and closer understanding of the problem is dependable of how hard we try and most of all, whether we want to try or not. 

I don’t see a better way of helping and understanding any problems of our society than the PAR project. Our school, BCLA has never done such a project with its students. About 70 students were working on it to make it happen. Hard work by every student, desire to make things change in every classroom, and the team work in the whole building, made impossible dreams a possible reality. We proved something that can make us feel proud. We helped our school to make leaders out of our students. Students have become better leaders and finally our society became less abstract to all of us. These are the reasons to push people helping understand and respond to social issues. ***We need this help, we need those people, and we need you! I recommend this type of project, I address myself to tell you that together we can, together we can change something and see the change over time.  Nothing will stop us from doing it, because no matter what the hardship in life, the possibilities are endless. 

I don’t care what additional research I am going to see in the future. All I care about are the results from any type of action and effectiveness in those results. I am hoping that there are many others, equally good research that helps with these social problems. I am also hoping that there are enough people to make that research. Hope is a good thing, and no good thing ever dies. The ratio of helpers: people who need help, is like 1:1000. On every corner, people like you and I need to receive help. Social issues are endless. There are poor as well as rich people who need help. Among all races there are people who need help, in every neighborhood, in every street; around us you can find those who needs this help. I can’t really say who need this help because there is too much to say. 

***Maria Sklodowska-Curie once said, “Nothing in life is to be feared. It is only to be understood.” We can’t fear the problems our societies are facing every single day. We need to face them, try to understand them, fight with them and as a result begin to solve them. If we don’t try, we are not going to gain anything in this world. Who will improve our problem if nobody is at least trying? All the problems are a part of humanity, a part of you and me who is the part of the whole picture. We need to remember that there are still not enough people to help, and to make changes. I wish they will come and help, I wish that one day they will understand and join us to improve our own lives. For now I really want to thank to people who already are the part of the picture and are willing to change something. I also wanted to thank my teacher to help me find myself in this picture. Thank you very much, always hoping Sebastian Witkowski, senior from BCLA. 
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